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SCOPE:

This procedure shall apply to all Departments/Companies/personnel working at the
scene of a multiple building/multiple apartment search effort. It will describe the
procedure used for marking buildings or apartments during an area search.

PURPOSE:

This guideline will allow Departments and Companies to follow a uniform procedure
to facilitate building Search Operations without duplication of effort. It will provide
visual confirmation of structures searched and provide evidence of location of Search
Teams.

TERMINOLOGY:

For the purpose of this SOG, marking devices are defined as media that are visible
from a distance, portable, hand held, erasable/washable/removable, non-toxic, not
hazardous, non-flammable.

Examples: Sidewalk chalk, Water based markers, Window paint, Duct tape, or
Masking tape.

POLICY:

The Incident Commander shall designate Search Sector boundaries and assign
Departments or Companies as necessary

e The Sector Officer shall divide workforce into 3 or 4 person Teams.
Search Personnel shall be properly attired.
Search Personnel shall assemble all required/anticipated Materials and
Equipment prior to search.

e Search Personnel shall be briefed as to the boundaries of the search area,
objective of the search, and known hazards.




» Communications procedures including Team designations, Emergency Traffic
procedures, and R.LT. requests shall be outlined, and frequencies assigned
when necessary.

Prior to entry to any Structure, Condominium or Apartment, the Search Team shall
make a large diagonal slash mark on the exterior of the Structure, Condominium or
Apartment, with the chosen marking medium, in an area that is visible from a
distance. The slash shall signify that a Search Team occupies the structure, and a
search is in progress.

Upon completion of the search operation, a second slash forming an “X” shall be
made to signify that the search has been completed and the Structure, Apartment or
Condominium is unoccupied.
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