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Basement Fires


Training objective:


The firefighter will  successfully identify the hazards associated with fighting a basement fire.  


The firefighter will successfully demonstrate the proper way to attack and ventilate a basement fire.

Special Considerations

· Limit access

· Lightweight and Truss construction

· Wooden I beam construction

· Commercial basement may be stock piled with inventory

· High heat conditions 

· Limited Ventilation options (Vent away from the entry point)

· Stairs may be compromised by Fire

· Stairway will act as a chimney

· RIT team needs to prepare for removal up stars, or through holes in the floor

· A cellar nozzle (or piercing nozzle) may be the best to pierce through the 1st floor

· Be aware of collapse of the floor above that can trap you and block your way out.

· Be aware of rapid-fire extension to upper floor and attic and loft spaces in older construction.  Stairways and other openings make great chimneys.

· Consider stream of nozzle being used.  Fog stream may increase the heat higher in the basement.

Indications of a basement fire

· Extreme heat on the floor upon entering

· In warmer temperatures smoke coming from a chimney

· Smoke universally on all floors

· Black or tinted basement windows

Tactics of basement fires

· During initial advance to the base of the stairs as quickly as possible… do not remain in the chimney!  Have the back up line cover the stairway and your means of egress.

· Use all openings as point of attack.

· Fully ventilate the basement and 1st floor.

· Look for other exits, exposed basements, etc.
