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Objective:

The Firefighter will be able to identify the steps considered during search and rescue before the alarms sounds, the considerations after the alarm, and the fire ground considerations.

The firefighter will successfully apply the proper techniques to search a single family residence.

Before the alarm:
· Occupancies in fire area

· Type of construction

· Identify High hazard occupancies

· Sprinkler buildings

Alarm considerations:

· Time of day

· Occupancy

· Time of year:  kids in school

· Dispatch information

· First on scene reports

Fireground Considerations:

· Are cars parked in the driveway or on the street?
· Are people in the windows calling for help?
· What is the extent of the fire?
· What is the expected direction of travel?
· What is building construction?
Immediate rescue:

· Extreme cases, people visible in windows

· Get attention of victim and calm

· Give positive orders and directions

· If one person is visible other may be present

Protective water streams

· Separate people from fire

· Protect stairways and corridors

· Protects search crews

· Should be placed as soon as possible

Search:

· Begins immediately if indications of trapped occupants (Rapid intervention team should be in place unless an obvious rescue is present)

· Demands coordination with fire attach

· Fire spread must be controlled

· Ventilation, laddering, and forcible entry may be required
· All personnel should be aware a search is in progress

· All activities should be directed in helping with the search
Rescue Considerations:

· Number of people in the building

· How will smoke and fire reach them?

· Routes available to victims? (Ladders, Hallway)

· Construction, Size, interior layout

· Call for additional help

Search:

· Develop  plan

· Locate and remove trapped occupants

· Ventilate where needed

· Temporarily prevent extension of fire by closing doors and windows

· Check for interior and exterior fire extension

· Help locate the seat of the fire

Standard Search procedures:

1. Search begins immediately

a. Size up fire 

b. Use attack lines to cut off fire

c. Stay low and check for victims near the fire

d. Attempt to get to upper floors

e. If area is untenable, ventilation must begin from the outside
2. Search Pattern

a. Search area over fire first

b. Keep turning in the same direction
c. At least two fire fighters should be assigned
d. Team members should keep track of each other by touch, sight, verbally, and listening for sound

e. Each should call for help from the other

3. Areas to be searched

a. Corridors, halls, and open areas in each room

b. Bathrooms, closets and space behind large chairs and under beds

c. Check near windows 

d. Close the door after the room is searched to prevent fire spread

e. Exit the room from the same door as entering

Search Techniques:

1. Doors

a. Before opening check to see if the knob is hot

b. If the door opens outward stay low and place full body weight against the door

c. Release the lock slowly and open door slightly

d. If there is a strong push, close the door and wait for an attack line

e. If the door opens inward release the lock and slowly ease the door in

f. If there is a strong push on the door, close it and wait for an attack line

2. Victims

a. Look for overcome occupants near doors, windows, fire escape, halls, and stairways

b. Attempt to remove the victims while the search still continues

c. Look for the closest way out, it may not be the way you went in
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