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Thermo Imaging


Camera Operation:

· Storage

· Charging

· Changing the Battery

· Turning the unit on

· Transmitting

· Turning VCR on

· Turning Monitor on

· Recording

· Sleep Mode

· Thermal Throttle

· Used when strong direct source IR emitters are being viewed

· Turn the throttle clockwise (toward the lens) to darken the picture and make it clear

· Turn the throttle counter-clockwise (away from the lens) to lighten the picture and make it clear

· Maintenance and Cleaning

· Mild soap and water with a cloth or soft bristle

· Isopropyl Alcohol may be used on stains

Uses of the Camera:

Scene Size-up

· Identify the seat of the fire

· Identify fire spread and changing fire conditions

· Identify ventilation points

· Remember Tic’s can not see through solid objects, they only can pick up heat that was transferred to the surface of a material

Search and Rescue

· Decreases the time to find and remove victims

· Scan areas to include ceiling, walls, and floor

· Id potential exit points such as doors and windows

· DO NOT FORGET: to maintain reference points, by using a rope, hand line, or staying on an exterior wall.  Never rely on the imager to find your way out

· Identify victims base on shape not shade

Fire Attack:

· Identify the seat of the fire

· Identify hidden and spreading fire conditions

· Observe the impact to water applications, if white areas (heat) do not darken with application (cool), application rate is inadequate or improperly placed

· Have one FF id fire with the TIC and direct the FFs with hand lines where to place the water

Ventilation:


· Can identify points of greatest heat accumulation

· Identify building construction features that will benefit or hinder operations

· Remember glass reflects the image

Overhaul:

· Identify hot spots 

· Reduces the possibility of a re kindle

· Scan all areas surrounding the fire involvement, identify lightest (hottest) areas, check area for heat with a gloved hand, if no heat check with bare hand

Firefighter Safety:

· Aid in identify failing structural components

· Aids in identify escape routs

· Aids in identify downed FFs

· Aids in identifying threatening conditions

Things to Remember:

· Know the basics inside and out

· When possible verify it

· Common Sense, you have to use it

· Never forget the basics of firefighting

· Practice makes perfect

· You have to look at it

· You have to interpret it

· The imager can not do it for you

